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“In the United State, private property rights extend to the heavens (ad coelum) and all the
way to hell (ad inferos). Subsurface rights extend, at least in theory, to the center of the
earth. | launched All the Way to Hell, an anti-fracking art activist project, in mid-2020. The
scale and ambition of this project are huge but nearly invisible. All the Way to Hell is a multi-
year, long-term project to impede fossil fuel development on private land in the US.
Specifically, | am giving away tiny portions of mineral rights to a property in Oklahoma to
1000 people. This fragmentation makes re-aggregating these mineral properties into
something drillable tedious, expensive, and time-consuming for prospective frackers. The
Oklahoma site is only the first. One thousand people acting with minimal coordination can
cause fracking companies endless heartburn by agreeing to have their name on a deed.

All the Way to Hell is potentially a platform for a 100-year sit-in in which the
protester/owner spends no money, does no work, and assumes very little risk. Their mineral
right—which they are free to give away, sell, or ignore— is about 12 feet long, 11 feet wide,
and 4,000 miles deep to the center of the earth. | see each participant as engaging in the
largest Land Art project ever conceived. Through exhibitions, installations, press, social
media, virtual artist talks, podcasts, and alternative art listings services, | have recruited 350
participants of all ages and backgrounds to date.”
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